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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Shepard Building
255 Westminster Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903-3400

Peter McWalters
Commissioner

September 2001

Dear Family Member:

This spring, students in grades three, seven, and eleven took a performance assessment in
writing as part of the Rhode Island State Assessment Program. An individual student score
report accompanies this booklet.

This challenging test assesses student writing performance. It assesses the kind of writing
typically found in classrooms requiring the students to demonstrate their ability to write an
essay in response to a suggested topic. This is not a test with a “correct” or “incorrect”
answer to be selected from a list, but rather a test of writing skills in standard English. So that
you may know more about this test, three samples of the actual test, one from each grade
level, are printed here. You will notice in the individual student report that a score between
“2” and “12” is reported. The score is reported in this manner since each student response is
scored twice. So, a student may receive a score of “3” from one reader and a score of “4”
from another reader for a combined score of “7.” The Scoring Criteria guide is also included in
this booklet. Please refer to it when interpreting individual scores.

I hope that you find the information in this booklet helpful in understanding the score
reported to you. If you have any additional questions, you may wish to contact your child’s
teacher or the school. The Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education is
committed to supporting opportunities for all Rhode Island students to demonstrate that they
can achieve high standards, as represented by this assessment.

Sincerely,

Peter McWalters
Commissioner

PM(CYC):mmg

Telephone (401)222-4600 Fax (401)222-6178 TTY (800)745-5555 Voice (800)745-6575

The Board of Regents does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, sex,
sexual orientation, race, religion, national origin, or disability.
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SC O R I N G T H E  WR I T I N G  PE R F O R M A N C E AS S E S S M E N T

The “holistic” scoring approach is used in the scoring of the writing assessment. The scoring of each student’s
writing, which is a response to a single prompt (topic), is guided by a set of criteria. The guides used to
score writing include scores from 1 to 6. Please note that your child’s score appears in a range of 2 to 12
since every student’s essay is read and scored by two readers for a total score.

The scoring guides for writing were developed in Rhode Island by educators throughout the state. They
also developed the prompts for each grade level.

Rhode Island Writing Scoring Criteria for Grades 3 and 7

Score               Criteria

Presents thoughtful ideas and develops them logically, fully, and
clearly; is very well-organized from beginning to end; has a strong
command of sentence structure; uses language effectively; has few

6 intrusive errors in grammar and conventions (spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization). A “6” essay may be distinguished
by features such as making insightful observations, using rich details,
or creating an effective scene or mood.

5

Presents good ideas and develops them logically, fully, and clearly;
is very well organized throughout; has a generally strong
command of sentence structure; uses language well; has relatively
few intrusive errors in grammar and conventions.

4

Presents relevant ideas and develops them clearly and fairly well;
is generally well organized throughout; has generally well-formed
sentences; uses language fairly well; has relatively few serious,
intrusive errors in grammar and conventions.

3

Presents some relevant ideas fairly clearly and gives some support;
shows some sense of organization; has generally correct sentence
structure; uses language adequately; may contain some serious errors
in grammar and conventions.

2

Gives some relevant ideas, but they are unclear or barely
developed; shows little sense of organization; lacks sentence
control; uses language poorly; probably contains serious errors in
grammar and conventions.

1 Probably contains serious and persistent errors; is incoherent or
underdeveloped.
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SC O R I N G T H E  WR I T I N G  PE R F O R M A N C E AS S E S S M E N T

Rhode Island Writing Scoring Criteria for Grade 11

Score               Criteria

6

Writing at this level establishes a clear stance or position and develops
it fully and effectively; includes perceptive details, reasons, examples,
anecdotes, or other support; is very well organized and provides appropriate
closure; shows an awareness of audience by anticipating concerns;
uses language effectively; has few intrusive errors in grammar and
conventions (spelling, punctuation, and capitalization). A “6” essay
may be distinguished by features such as using a range of strategies
or engaging the reader by creating a context or persona.

5

Writing at this level establishes a clear stance or position and develops
it fully; includes strong, relevant details, reasons, examples, anecdotes,
or other support; is well organized and provides closure; shows an
awareness of audience by anticipating concerns; uses language very
well; has relatively few intrusive errors in grammar and conventions.

4

Writing at this level establishes a clear stance or position and develops
it well; includes relevant details, reasons, examples, anecdotes, or other
support; is generally well organized and may provide closure; may
show an awareness of audience; has generally well-formed sentences;
uses language well; has relatively few serious, intrusive errors in grammar
and conventions.

3

Writing at this level establishes a stance or position and provides some
development; includes some details, reasons, examples, anecdotes, or
other support (may include irrelevant or contradictory information);
shows some sense of organization that may provide closure; shows
little awareness of audience; has generally correct sentence structure;
uses language adequately; may contain some serious errors in grammar
and conventions.

2

Writing at this level may present an unclear or changing stance or
position; selects some appropriate information, but it is barely developed
or contradictory; shows little sense of organization; shows little or no
awareness of audience; has inconsistent sentence control; uses language
poorly; probably contains serious errors in grammar and conventions.

1

Writing at this level presents a stance or position that is underdeveloped,
unfocused, or incoherent; may show minimal organization or sentence
control; probably contains serious and persistent errors in language,
grammar, and conventions.
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

Your child’s score on the writing assessment is reported to you in the Performance Report in one of five
performance levels ranging from “Little Evidence of Achievement” to “Achieved the Standard with
Honors.” These levels represent the various levels at which Rhode Island children “performed” or scored
on this test. In addition, a “No Score” category has been added this year. It applies to those students
who were not tested and were not coded as exempted. Exempted students either

1) took the Alternate Assessment

or

2) were functioning at the beginning level of English proficiency AND have been in the district
for less than one academic year. (For more information, see Rhode Island State Assessment Program
2001–Requirements for Student Participation and Assessment Accommodations.)

It is important to understand the language used to describe the level at which your child performed.
Refer to the scoring criteria on pages 1 and 2.

RE P O R T I N G T H E  SC O R E S
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RE P O R T I N G T H E  SC O R E S
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

English Language Arts Standard: Creation and Presentation of Text
All students will compose clear text in a variety of forms for many purposes.

Two readers each gave this student essay a score of 4 (for a total score of 8), so it is considered an example of
the scoring criteria for score 4. The Board of Regents has decided that a total score of 8 means the student has
“achieved the standard” in writing.

Criteria for a Score of 4
Presents relevant ideas and develops them clearly and fairly well; is generally well organized throughout;
has generally well-formed sentences; uses language fairly well; has relatively few serious, intrusive
errors in grammar and conventions.

Grade 3 Writing Example: Score of 4

Grade 3 Writing Topic (Narrative Style of Writing):
If one of your toys were to come to life, which one would it be? Describe the toy and write an adventure
that you had with the toy.

Grade 3 Essay:
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

Grade 3 Essay Continued:
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SC O R I N G T H E  WR I T I N G  PE R F O R M A N C E AS S E S S M E N T

Grade 3 Essay Continued:

ANALYSIS:

This paper is an example of a third grader’s writing that meets Rhode Island’s writing standard. Here,
the writer develops an account of a whirlwind adventure with what would seem to be a favorite doll.
Details of the adventure are sufficiently developed to form an evenly wrought, if sparse narrative: doll
comes to life, we go on an airplane, arrive in Sweden, etc. The writing is well organized, and a sense of
the writer’s presence can be felt in a distinctive closing: “… It was very sad to leave … Me and Kirstin
cried on the plane (but not too much!).” Overall, there are few errors in grammar and conventions.

NOTE:

Scores appear in a range of 2 to 12 since each essay is read and scored twice for a single total score.
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SC O R I N G T H E  WR I T I N G  PE R F O R M A N C E AS S E S S M E N T

English Language Arts Standard: Creation and Presentation of Text
All students will compose clear text in a variety of forms for many purposes.

Two readers each gave this student essay a score of 4 (for a total score of 8), so it is considered an example of
the scoring criteria for score 4. The Board of Regents has decided that a total score of 8 means the student has
“achieved the standard” in writing.

Criteria for a Score of 4
Presents relevant ideas and develops them clearly and fairly well; is generally well organized throughout;
has generally well-formed sentences; uses language fairly well; has relatively few serious, intrusive
errors in grammar and conventions.

Grade 7 Writing Example: Score of 4

Grade 7 Writing Topic (Informative/Expository Style of Writing):
Think about your favorite time of year. Describe how it is different from the rest of the year, and explain
to the reader what makes it special to you.

Grade 7 Essay:
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

Grade 7 Essay Continued:



10

ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

ANALYSIS:

This paper is an example of a seventh grade student’s writing that meets Rhode Island’s writing standard.
A clear view of the writer’s feelings about summer —and his or her appreciation of fortunate circumstances—
is presented in a reasonably coherent and well-developed essay. Organization by way of paragraphs is
not very effective, and there are some shifts of focus—but, in general, language is used fairly well and
there are few errors in sentence formation, grammar, or mechanics.

NOTE:

Scores appear in a range of 2 to 12 since each essay is read and scored twice for a single total score.

Grade 7 Essay Continued:
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

English Language Arts Standard: Creation and Presentation of Text
All students will compose clear text in a variety of forms for many purposes.

Two readers each gave this student essay a score of 4 (for a total score of 8), so it is considered an example of
the scoring criteria for score 4. The Board of Regents has decided that a total score of 8 means the student has
“achieved the standard” in writing.

Criteria for a Score of 4
Writing at this level establishes a clear stance or position and develops it well; includes relevant
details, reasons, examples, anecdotes, or other support; is generally well organized and may provide
closure; may show an awareness of audience; has generally well-formed sentences; uses language
well; has relatively few serious, intrusive errors in grammar and conventions.

Grade 11 Writing Example: Score of 4

Grade 11 Writing Topic (Persuasive Style of Writing):
School administrators plan to eliminate one program to save money. They will drop all sports, or computer
labs, or the arts. Choose one of these programs and write an essay arguing why it should be saved.

Grade 11 Essay:
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

Grade 11 Essay Continued:
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ST U D E N T  WR I T I N G  SA M P L E S:  SC O R E O F  4

ANALYSIS:

This paper meets Rhode Island’s writing standard at grade 11. The essay presents a developed argument
in favor of keeping computer lab classes. Organization of ideas is sensible, and although paragraphing
is somewhat overused as an organizational technique, ideas form and flow within the framework of a
clear opening and a discernible, yet weaker, conclusion. The various points made are well supported
with relevant details. Overall, the piece is coherent and reasonably persuasive. Language is used competently.
A few errors in usage can be seen, but none is intrusive.

NOTE:

Scores appear in a range of 2 to 12 since each essay is read and scored twice for a single total score.

Grade 11 Essay Continued:


